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There are very strong reasons for applauding its attitude as
ideally sound. And yet we must admit that this involves the
closing of a door of self-sacrifice which has often led to high
degrees of sainthood. It is hard for a rich man to enter the
Kingdom of God, and Parsi religion definitely encourages the
getting of riches. Logic and religion alike combine to declare
the man who has children a potential benefactor to his fellow
men, and the ascetic is no doubt revealed in history not
infrequently as a charlatan seeking glory of men, or occult
power from heaven. Nevertheless he has been very often
utterly sincere, and animated by the passion of self-sacrifice
for the highest ends. Such men have chosen the hard path,
and per ardua ad aethera is a law which all experience has
guaranteed. To accept the world and make the best of it, for
its Creator's sake, seems to be demanded by very loyalty to
Him: if He made us with two eyes, it seems an insult to His
wisdom that we should pluck one out and cast it from us as
a snare that brings us into evil. And yet the deepest religious
instinct has always told us that the way of renunciation is the
way of highest good; and Zarathushtra himself chose that
way when he became a missionary and suffered hardship with
his gospel. To use God's gifts and not refuse them, to take
the call to sacrifice when it comes and not go out of the way
to find it, is no doubt the higher and truer way.

The trivial round, the common task,
Will furnish all we ought to ask,
Room to deny ourselves, a road
To bring us daily nearer God.

Yet for the hardness of men's hearts there has sometimes
been given a divine leading on a very different road, since the
acceptance and right use of the world is so much more dan-
gerous for poor human nature than the course that brings
self-sacrifice, even though the particular self-sacrifice be
needless and almost wrong.

It is this absence of a strong call to sacrifice which lies at
the root, it would seem, of the failure of Parsi religion to-day.